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MW: | know you and Myron Spaulding and Cliff Pesen and some others bought some land
down here at the end of WW2.

HE: CIiff Pedersen and Shirley Morgan bought @edl. They were the first ones in here.
Clipper Yacht Company came from building little 2d%wood Clippers that Myron had
designed before the war. And the first one wad lbuthe Marin Theater down here.
Cliff and Shirley built that before the war. Théretwar came along.

MW: Just like the boat that is on display at thg@er Yacht Harbor Marina.

HE: Yah, but the spreaders are in the wrong plats driving me nuts. Actually, | restored
that one. Cliff and | found it and | restored itcerand it went to hell again, and then |
restored it again. | took the deck off and we digtt And so, after the war, Cliff and
Shirley came over and they bought the property deWvere | am, where Schoonmaker
is, and they bought the first piece down in th&ned of the paint shed and paint shop
department down there and they bought the churdvapthe Army Engineer’s dock,
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they bought up to that, or down the middle somepthere. And at that time they were
building Clippers and jeep bodies, after the waytivere making jeep bodies — plywood
ones that looked like little station wagons andrglvedy was buying up the war surplus
jeeps and they made these little wooden — like4® Fbrd station wagon out of these
jeeps — really a cute little deal, all varnishedséd to work on those, helped Clipper
doing the varnishing. And then Clipper went omiry this (Spaulding) end of the yard —
they bought the ferry slip up here — this usedaa@lberry slip up here right where Basin 2
is now, and then they started buying up this enith®fyard. Bought up all this chunk and
sold a piece to a lumber company — | forget theenafrthe lumber company. And that
was there for quite a few years and then they boitiglack again. And they bought all
along Gate 5 Road, they bought a couple more pietéisink they still own.

This was Pedersen?

Yah, Pedersen and Morgan. And then, actuaélyet are a couple of buildings down there
that used to be on top of the outfitting dock, thtso Army Engineers piers used to be
probably 40 or 50 feet higher than they are nowd Amse 2 or 3 buildings down there
were lined up and were the [school] sheds for titétong dock. And Cliff (Pedersen)

and Shirley (Morgan) bought those building off tpar. My brother and | were up there
with Skil saws cutting them up into sections arglthicked them up and shipped them
up here, put the ends back in them and madeditibgps out of them. That's how they
started that. One day, we had one — we sawed @noffthey said it was time to go home.
The wind came up and the whole goddamn blew dovarééhey could break it down.

So, anyway, they had this piece of property hame, they sold that to Myron - that little
part where the building is now. And Myron had Ardiohnson build the building.

I think | heard from Peter English or somedhat you put Myron and Pedersen together
to purchase that property.

No, I didn’t. Myron did that on his own. | hadthing to do with that.

Myron had builtBuoyant Girl, which was a 36 or 37 footer. It's still arounits up in
Seattle. He built that up at McNear’s Beach in Rafael in a little shed up there and
then he launched it out of there — and that wasrbdie came down here. And that was
in about 1949 as | remember, somewhere in therd.h&nbuilt that boat for Harold
Rosenblum, and it was a very successful boat. He theautiful job of building it and it
won everything. Myron raced it in the ocean rage$\won everything with it. Myron
was a hell of a good sailor, among other things.

So, after he built that boat, then he bought tiresgfrom Cliff and Shirley. And then he
had Arvin Johnson, who built tif&uomi, which Myron designed — that was the 49 or 50
foot Suomithat was lost — you know all about that? | loveat boat. That was the best
looking boat he ever did. He sailed that into Cibvisn Harbor one time and sailed in and
around one or two other guys and | thought, “Jethag,guy really knows how to sail that
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boat!” And he did. It was the best boat he everadidar as | was concerned. And then it
got hit by the damn freighter and sunk, which wasad shame. Do you know about that?

Henry Miggs wanted to do the Honolulu race — | téell you the year. And Myron was
building Chrysopylefor Henry Miggs. Miggs worked over in San Franoisklyron was
building the boat, and it wasn’t getting done y@dal Myron operationSuomihad

gone down to L.A. So Henry went down and boughhd was bringing it back up here
to outfit it for the Honolulu race because his bwasn’t going to be done. He could
afford a couple of boats at the time. So that'smtiney got hit by the freighter and the
whole crew was lost — Henry Miggs was lost. Myromsveupposed to be on it, (Bob)
Crowley was supposed to be on it — neither ond@ntwent. And that was a big loss at
the time.

ThenChrysopylesat there for quite a few years before Dean Manrismme along and
bought it.

Is that Bruce’s dad? Because | knew Bruce amid is his son. Kirk has itGhrysopylg
now.

Kirk has it now — Kirk is the grandson. It wWasan, and then Dean’s son was Bruce, and
now Kirk owns it and there she sits.

Suomiwas built in over San Francisco in Arvid Johnsdrask yard. And he was a
member of the Golden Gate Yacht Club, and thatig the Spaulding 33 kind of got fit
into that deal, too. He was the contractor, anduik Myron’s building for him right

after — you know the property line deal — he wghtrover the edge in some places and
right up to Cliff's property, and a big pissing ¢est that lasted for years. | guess Kenny
has finally backed off, huh? Myron went berserkhisiolder years, he got a little bit
senile, | guess. Anyway, the building was built @inat’'s when Myron started the boat
yard here, and | think that was about 1950, 51. thed he went on to buildhrysopyle
there, Crowley’s boat there, and he did a lot parework, or a little repair work.

| remember when he went back east and he boughtrdr@e in an ice storm in the

middle of South Dakota or North Dakota someplabe bought that goddamn crane and
had it shipped out here, and then built all offthendation himself and did all that stuff
himself and put it all together. And then one & fiist boats he hauled was a Columbia
40 that belonged to Carl Pavett, so he picked angbdropped the goddamn thing. It was
a fiberglass Columbia 40 and he split it open. Mydadn’t do any glass work, so they
brought it down to me and | fixed it, put it badgéther. But | don’t know what
happened — the clutch slipped or something. Tleatecrs not the easiest thing to operate,
| don’t think.

But Myron started out — he used to play the viglithe San Francisco Symphony, and

also on the radio. Dick Miller played the drumsriyaKohler played a bugle or some
damn thing, and Myron played the fiddle — live ncusn the radio.
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One of the first people | met was Dick Milleette. They used to live on the Liebestraum,
and they had that boat built in about '78 over amfan. | saw Jean not long ago, maybe
two months ago, she was having lunch and just fa@pgreat.

| never heard him play the fiddle. He told nrmedime it was in a vault in Alameda, and |
don’t know what happened to that fiddle. | don’'oknwhy he gave it up. He used to live
in the city in a little apartment all by himselfijcdhhe used to commute every day over
here. And | don’'t know why he gave it up. Bob Kesefight be able to tell you a little
more about that than | can, because | don’t knomd Kust remember asking Myron —
we were having lunch or something and it came UPh; that over in Alameda in a
vault. I don't care if | ever see the thing again.”

So how did you first get to know Myron, becadmewas a little older than you?

He was a lot older than | am. | started sailiigen | was about 7 years old over in
Belvedere Cove. And | sailed on the Belvedere ghieMalm of Malm Luggage kind of
took my brother and | under his wing and taughtousail. We bought a Moon boat from
a guy and we kept it at the San Francisco Yachb €luhich is a whole other story — |
don’t think need to know that. We got thrown outlué yacht club. | was 7 and my
brother was 10. So we went over to Corinthian. #rat’'s where Myron held court — at
Corinthian. He was an honorary member in those dagause he had won the Perpetual
Cup. He was just a hell of a sailor in the 6-Mefass, the Bird Boat class, everything.
And Myron was there and he’d sail a Clipper onca while with Bob Crowley. Bob
Crowley had a Clipper. And | had the Moon boat, en@i949 | finally went to

Clipper...I was home working in my mother’s garden &didn’t like gardening and |
said, “l want the day off. I'm going to go get &@jbSo | sailed over in my Moon boat
and | sailed into Clipper and asked Cliff (Pedeyserd Shirley (Morgan), “If you give
me a job, I'll buy a Clipper kit from you.” They ed to sell the Clippers as a kit, too. So
here | am 13 years old and they give me a job otewspiles and cleaning up and, you
know, just kid work. It was great. And eventuallgdught the Clipper and put it together
down there. And so | used to race that against klyAmd Myron, | don’t think owned
one, but he sailed Crowley’s boat once in a wiled then, at that time,

| think it was 1949, the L.A. Yacht Club - or Newpélarbor Yacht Club, one of the two,
I’'m not sure which - challenged the Perpetual Cuyghich was a big deal then and still is
— with theAmorita, which is a Cal 32 designed by Nick Potter, theeguy that
designed my boat. And the Cal 32s were hot boatd. @orinthian Yacht Club had
Hussy Hussybelonged to Jack Lotseth at the time, so theydeéelcihey would defend
with theHussy, which was an 8-meter, which is kind of like myabhdout a little

different. It was built by Abeking and Rasmussed926. It was one of the twenty one-
design 8-meters that they had built. So Myron betrtg, cut the sail area down, redid a
lot of stuff, figured out the rule, the handicamlaverything and it ended up that the
Amorita had to give him time. Andmorita came up here and they won the Vallejo race
going away — they had all this extra sail areatheg won Vallejo going away, and
everybody’s scratching their heads. But come thipd?eal Cup, it's blowing like hell,
and Myron goes out there with thieissywith the cut down main — I've got a picture of
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it in my office that Karl Romaine took — and he@ @ club jib on it and he went and beat
them boat for boat by about four minutes. And tiveye supposed to give him time and
he beat them. And they had passed him once andthkegn back. He carried a big jib
on the reach from what used to be the channel esursached from Point Chrissy to 7
to 14 (which was down off of Richmond) back to Ghyi — it was 14 miles. Anyway,
Myron just hammered them and so he was the hetteeoiveek. And I've got pictures of
that. A picture of the boat hauled out at Madded lagwis and we’re all working on the
bottom. | was ten years old, | guess, and I'm dkere sanding and painting on the
bottom and I'm painting up and down like this. Akigron comes over and he says, “you
know, if you’d paint the waterline this way (sidedide), it would go a lot faster.” And
that’s all he said.

Anyway, | sailed with Myron a little bit — as a kide just took us under his wing. He
was just really good to me all through the yearsmeee together. | learned a lot from
watching him. How quiet he was, how easy he wasatiowith. He never yelled, never
screamed. He knew what he was doing, confidend, géention to detail. His boat was
always ready, | don’t think anything ever brokeaoboat he sailed. He was a good
mentor.

So then | started business in 1955 after | gobbtie service. Clipper Yacht was trying
to buy all of this property up here and develop.tAad they didn’t want to build

Clippers any more and stuff like that. And | wantedjet into the boat business for some
reason — it was all | knew.

It happened to me, too.

Yah. It's all I knew. And out of high schoolorked in the yard all the time with

Clipper, and it just kind of flowed all together fme. And that's when | started Easom
Boat Works, in 1955. And so they let me have thvel yat was there. There was no
crane or anything there — they used to have a mcbéine we hauled out boats, but |
didn’t get that. And so Myron, whenever | had aljpeon or a need to ask him anything,
he’d always give me an answer and probably shovgtieavork my way that he didn’t
want to do and things like that. So that’'s how 1 gfarted. He was just always right there
whenever you needed him.

And he was still sailing in those days, not as mibch he was still sailing in those days
and in between all that time, after tieomiwas successful, he designed the Spaulding
33, which was a plywood — like the one you havingjtover there (at the Spaulding
Center), lvan Davies’ boat. And that was the best ever built, they did a beautiful job.
Ilvan, | could have killed him when just he letd tp hell. Anyways, he built nine of
those, and they were all a coop deal and they thgth all together. It was quite a feat,
and all the boats were good. They are still quitewaof them around here and there - |
don’t know where they all are now. But it was a daailing boat, and they had their own
one design class, which was good and they won aeeas. Dick Connick had one and
he won a lot of races with his — ocean races, Sania races, stuff like that. And Myron
always just bad-mouthed the boat. He said, “Did goer see a fish with corners on it?”
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He didn’t like the plywood deal. He said, “Thisais ugly boat.” He was his own worst
critic.

Well, how did the design come about though®@ard that he was asked to design it.

He was asked to design it. Jeff Capell, Anotirdson — the same guy that taubmi he
had (Spaulding 33) #1, | think — Mike Schnapp, iydBueller had one of them, they
asked him to design it, which he did. And then thkyuilt them. | don’t think Myron
helped build them much. He must have gone by, Wexe built in San Francisco some
place. So that was a successful boat. And the KiIBbtill going, the blue one down there,
Ron Toschi has that — and he sails that all ovepthce. That was built by Barney
Nichols in Alameda for Dick Connick. That was theedboat that was not built out of the
coop — and lvan’s boat was not built out of thegetther. | think lvan did that on his
own.

The other boat he designed, and was built by Amaheasd Cristofani, was thdautigal,
which is still going. And it won a lot of races,dahe criticized that because they put an
iron keel on it instead of a lead keel, and thadu® bug him. But Anderson and
Cristofani built that. | forgot who had it built.

Jeff Stokes has it now.

Yah. Raleigh Herman had it for many years. hite Santa Cruz on it when | was about
ten years old with Raleigh Herman and a bunch gégBut that was a good sailing boat.
And then | used to race against it with Serenadieh&nused to beat us with it once in a
while — because it was a good sailing boat. AMyton’s boats sailed well. They
balanced well — he was very particular about tHatcouldn’t stand weather helm. He
hated weather helm. Anyway, that's what he buitidAhen they got th€hrysopyle

going after that for Dean Morrison, and that wascessful — they won a lot of races with
that. And Myron sailed it a little bit. Dean wafkhodes 33 sailor and he was a damn
good sailor in his own right, so he didn’t need biyto drive it for him all of the time.

So Dean usually drove his own boat. And then Ikhirat was about all of the boats that
he ever designed. He buBuoyant Girl and he builChrysopyle and all of the rest of the
time he was doing repair work. And he sailed alhaf time. He navigatedoradein the
Honolulu Race in '36 and they won that. He did thah Jim Flood. | think Jim Flood
bought the boat from Olin and Rod Stevens. So Myvas the navigator on that when
they won that. And then he was navigator on Petésdmat [Standard Oil?], the old
Javahead. And Myron navigated that to a first clasdass in one of the years — in the
50’s, somewhere in there. He was a good navigaivary successful.

Do you have anything to say about Myron as asuoeer, that part of the work?
Oh, oh, the measuring thing — that was hisdesal butter. Well, I don’t know if it was
bread and butter - | don’t think he made a nickeltoBut he’d take so much time to

measure a boat, it drove you crazy. Absolutely @harg was right to the nth degree, he
didn’t give you an inch. He wouldn’t. He just meeesilithe boat as it was and he
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wouldn’t tell you how to change it. You broughtathim and that was the way he
measured it. He wouldn’t help you cheat on the.idie didn’t believe in that. And when
you brought him the boat, it had to be right and Imeeasure it, and his measurements
were absolutely right. Except, a few times, he s@accurate, he’d hold the tape a foot
away and read the first foot. And then he forgadeéduct that. A few times he screwed
up — things were off by a foot — so they were & fonger than they should have been.
He did that on my certificate.

But he measured all of my boats. He measured haitall of those. Jim DeWitt was
another one that measured boats, Jimmy Dewittfrefatlimmy DeWitt Sr. was a
designer who did the Sunset and he did the litderAs that my brother built. But Myron
and Jimmy DeWitt were the only sailing naval aretis on the Bay. There were other
naval architects, but they were steamship typegdess or shipping guys. For yachting,
Myron was THE man. And for measuring, for years gadrs and years, Myron was the
only one doing it. He was the only one who undadtde rule, and was able to design a
good boat to the rule. And then I think he wouldisdt with people and make it all work
for them. He did a lot of rigging work — spar bund. He made a lot of spars. He didn’t
do a lot of bottom jobs — he didn'’t like that vemuch — that was not his real line of
work. He'd haul a boat out and it would sit theree-had Bacigalupi's boat out there — a
little yawl, a 40 foot yawl that lost its ruddeit-was two years before he got the
goddamn rudder on that boat.

What do you think oChrysopyl&

Chrysopylewas OK. But Myron didn’t likeChrysopylebecause they made him put that
damn doghouse on it. Dean wanted that doghous#grwh didn’t want that doghouse.
So | think he made it as ugly as he possibly could.

| heard a similar story from Ivan Davies whenwas here last week. He said that when
he put those big windows @uroral’s cabin top, Myron didn't like that at all, he &
those small windows.

Yah, he thought the windows were going to break Anyway, Dean went under the
Richmond Bridge wittfChrysopylein one of the places where it was a little toorstm

get under, and tore the rig out of it. And Myronlba new rig, and that took forever.
[Dean said,] “Myron, let’s put an aluminum rig i"iHe wouldn’t do it, he just wouldn’t
do it. So he made the mast that's in there now atbeautiful rig. All his rigs all the time,
he did spreaders that were absolutely perfecisédbed all of the angles, he was
meticulous on everything he did. His tangs — heerabof his own tangs for the mast
out of Everdur silicon bronze, and he cut them-etitey were beautiful. His work was
exquisite. And his designs were exquisite. Andr’tithink anything ever broke that he
designed. And he didn’t have that much educatiomfwhat | understand — it was a high
school education, | guess. | think he taught hils#t came from Eureka. And | don’t
know that — Bob Keefe might be able to give you sahthat. And | know he used to go
up to Eureka every once in a while. And then | rerber he married Gladys.
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Did you know Gladys?

Oh yah, | knew Gladys. He had a great friendim Nuckles, Dr. Jim Nuckles. Jim had
the Gladys N built by Theo Stevens of Stevens Bn@tin Stockton. It was a Sparkman
Stevens weekender class, they called it. It's arezhaght down here. And Doc Nuckles
had that built, the Sparkman Stevens design, anmAyas a good friend of Jim’s and
they used to sail together a lot. And then Jim dgedly early — he wasn'’t very old when
he died. And so they sold the boat to Bob Roened then Myron and Gladys got
hooked up somehow or another, and | don’t thinkas a marriage made in heaven
exactly, but they got married. Myron was 65 whemtaeried Gladys. It was the first
time he was married. It was the first time | evawvsim with a female. And Myron
didn’t drink — he never touched a drop of booze.

It's funny, because there are a couple of attlbs of rum and | forgot what else in the
office, but they’'re way up on the top shelf in theck, like someone gave them to him
and he just stuck them up there.

I’'m sure that's what happened. But, anywayahe Gladys got married and | don’t know
how long they were married. And, oh, they useddbtftooth and nail. They took a road
trip one time and she threw Myron out of the caNavada or some goddamn place.
Then, | remember him spending one Christmas timetigel boatyard all by himself — she
wouldn’t let him come home for Christmas, and Iugbt, “Oh, Jesus, the poor man.”

That explains the couch in the office whenr$fimoved in.

Oh, yah, he used to spend nights in the offdte. yah, he had a hell of a time. Always
wore his suspenders, and khaki pants, khaki $neki jacket.

And a white Chevy truck.

And a white Chevy truck. That was his secondkr | remember the first one - he had a
green Chevy truck originally and he drove thatluhtouldn’t run any more, and then
he bought the white new one. That was a big dead then he ran that until it wouldn’t
run — well | guess they still have it. Do theyldthve it? Mike had it for a while.

Well, we don’t have a pickup, so...

Mike had it for a while. It must have probaldied, it had to have died. | drove with him
one time. | said, “I'm never going to ride withetrman again. He’s crazy.”

But he used to do a lot of committee work on thei€ing Club of America rule. We

tried to get the Los Angeles bunch to interpretrtiie the same way that we did up here.
We used to fly back and forth once in a while aadehmeetings down there. He was
very good at organizing and time and saying whahbaght when he thought it. And he
was usually pretty much right.
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The man was a real gentleman and just a greatl gogught. Later on, he got pretty
crotchety and you had to kind of roll along withHte got very bitter at Clipper Yacht
and he got bitter at the city council, and | dahibk he had any right to do that because
he built the building over the property line anféa other little odds and ends. He
pushed his side of it pretty hard. But he reallygmset with the city council when they
wouldn’t protect him, and this and that. But I'mtrsoire he needed any protection.

Can you talk in a more general way about thengfes to the Sausalito waterfront since
you first came around and the history that we wamireserve?

Well, the Sausalito waterfront was really atdmalding town as | remembered it. |
started working in Sausalito about 1949, somewinetieere, as a kid - | used to sail to
work.

Now, both Nunes (Boat Works) and Madden and isemere still around then.

Nunes was going, Madden and Lewis was goingc&taicci was going, Sausalito Ship
was going — which was where Galilee Harbor is nang it the changed to Bob’s Boat
Yard. Arques was down in between all of that somepl he had a place down there.
And they built barges and stuff like that in thd days. And then Arques bought all of
this property up at the north end of the yard. Ragpas? bought a lot of that property up
there, too, where the houseboat harbors are. App&llYacht Company.

And Nunes Boat Company had two buildings, one aha&e of the street, right in front
of the Golden Gate Market now. Right next to théhdla was where the Nunes Brother
boatyard was, and that's where they builtZlaga And they built Bear boats there.
Manuel Nunes designed the Bear boat, the Hurridaeel yphoon - Myron had a lot of
influence on the Typhoon. They only built one adrthy but it was a damn good boat and
Myron designed the rig for that. Ernie Nunes destgthe Mercury, which is still a good
class. They were smaller than the Clipper, but these designed before the Clipper and
a little smaller boat. And it's still going stronghe Mercury class is very strong. And
then Nunes Brothers built a lot of fish boats aachmercial stuff. They built the square
head, do you remember Matt Arangus’s square hehd$ Quilt that. They did a couple
of those types of projects. They were very aggvessjood boat building yards. They did
repair work, too. They buiMoonglow- | don’t know where the hell that is now. They
built that for Pedersen. So, Nunes Brothers wast gdrd.

Madden and Lewis was another yard. They built Add@ch was an R boat, they built
[across the street?] Jackie Mantel owned that tateanother crotchety old bastard.

Well, Myron worked at Madden and Lewis for ailehdidn’t he?
Yah, during the war, Myron worked down therdyen Madden was building
minesweepers, | think that’s what they were bugdiMyron worked there, everybody

worked at Madden and Lewis, they were the big yardell of a good yard. Dick Lewis
and Herb Madden. And so they built a lot of boatsey builtCurlew, which was Bird
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boat #2, they built Bird boat #25, they built theeA | think they built some other stuff.
And they were a very good yacht yard, but the cormoakstuff, too. And they were big,
they were really big, and they took up quite eoliothat Sausalito waterfront down there.
And they had a huge big old wooden building, artien caught fire one night and it just
went up like that. The guys were down there witkirthxes cutting the cables to let the
boats go down into the water to get them off thgsnand the whole place went up — they
didn’t save anything. But they had lumber stashettisiored and it was a really good
first-cabin boat building yard. And after that, yhrebuilt it, but it was never quite the
same.

We (the Spaulding Center) need to get thosmbklars in. That's one of the things we
have planned for our building.

Oh, and that place is an... | used to look at (8paulding Boat Works) before Mike
cleaned it up, and think, “Oh, Jesus Christ, thag@is scary.” A cigarette in between
those planks and you're all through.

But those were the two big yards. And then FrardcBaucci built fish boats down there,
Italian fishing boats is what he built.

The Cleais a Pascanucci boat. It looks a little like a Mway.

Yah, he did some square stern stuff, too. lda’'tdo all double-enders. And he was a
good builder. Sausalito Ship did a lot of biggerffstshipyard work. And then from
Sausalito Ship up to the end of Gate 5 Road hesealldarinship. And Bechtel came in
right at the war and built this thing in 90 daybeY filled it, they knocked down the hills,
they moved houses, they brought the railroad ime—+railroad was coming in anyway
because it went to Sausalito — at the end of Sémses the ferry pier and all that. And
they banged this thing up in 90 days and had aaltipMy mother worked here as a
welder during the war building ships.

And then, after the war, the war assets took ibadir and was selling it off and nobody
wanted it. It was an orphan. The City of Sausalitn't like it, they didn’t like anything
about it. And nobody wanted it. You couldn’t giveetgoddamn land away, except for
Cliff and Shirley, who could see the handwritingtbe wall and what a great deal it was,
and they were the first ones in. And Schoonmakey tiva second one in. Schoonmaker
were the big Detroit diesel people, and they haayglant on the east coast, and they did
all their work back there, and they wanted to mbaek out here. And they would buy
locomotive engines and make generators out of tlechsubmarine engines. And they
made generators out of those things, and that'sthewgot their start. And then in 1960,
or 1958, somewhere in there, Fred Coleman decidetds going to build a fiberglass
production boat, the Bounty, which was a Rhodegddsoat that he built in Michigan
before the war, or he had something to do witAmtyway, he took that design and he
brought it out here. And he rented a section ofo8aomaker’s big building there and they
started the molds and everything and made thepiicgtuction fiberglass boat — more or
less the first, the first big one. And so he wamgahat and he was selling those for
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$18,000 for a 40 foot boat. And it had a fiberglassst — fiberglass spars. And they lost
their shirt on trying to make that mold and makesthfiberglass spars. They eventually
went to aluminum. He was a little ahead of his theeause they're doing the same thing
with carbon fiber now. But Fred Coleman started eamdthat and it went broke about
three times. And before it went broke they bui#é thuilding right next to mine down
there, the big building which is what we called Baunty Building and now it's
Schoonmaker Point Marina and all of that. The naavasn’t there, but they just put up
this big aluminum or big metal shed. And that’s vehtlhey started building the Bounties.
And they had | don’t know how many guys workinglere. | was over there building
little Dashers out of inch and a half planks a aa# time and they were over there
pouring them out of a bottle, and | said, “Boy, sthing’s wrong here.”

But they went broke three or four times, and Peafsally bought out — let's see how it
went — Fred Coleman started it, he went broke. Théganced, Fred Coleman still ran

it. Then (Ted) Schoonmaker got into it, he decibdedvas going to get in, because he had
bought a Bounty and he and Bill Stewart were gaad pnd, anyway, they both bought
Bounties. And so Ted decided he’'d buy the compamy {Coleman, and he did. And

then Bob Potter ran it for Ted Schoonmaker (Pottes another crusty old fart — nice

guy, though). They ran that, about three or fotfecent companies.

And then Pearson came and bought them up. Andtttegnclosed it down. They were
the last owner in that bit of fiberglass productibare. They built Tritons there, they
built Alberg 35s there, they built Vanguards, tibeyit an Aero Marine 24, which is a

little Tripp design. They built Ensign Electras daasigns. They built a lot of boats there.
God, they built a lot of boats there. | mean, thveye shipping them out of there. That's
when the trains used to come — | remember theBsinty that they completed. They
were sending it, | don’t know, to the Chicago a tilew York Boat Show. It was in the
middle of winter or some goddamn thing, and theydkd it on a flatcar there and the
guys were still working on it all the way acrosstha train, finishing the goddamn thing
up so it could be in the New York Boat Show.

And, you know, they really promoted it. The guysevgood. And he wouldn't raise his
price. He said, “I'm going to build that boat fat&000, and that's the way it's going to
be.” Well, if he had charged a little more, he nigtil be in business. He just had a
thing about how cheap he could build it. And, yowww, they're solid as a rock, the
goddamn things.

Michael Wiener wanted me to ask you abHussy.

That's the 8 meter that Myron sailed in thepgeéunal Cup. (I'll take you down to the shop
and | show you the picture of it). He sailed it daick Lotseth and the Corinthian Yacht
Club and then he raced it after that. | sailed \with a little bit on it.

And then | came along and built Easom Boat Worldsauilt a couple Clippers. | built

25 little Sun Boats that are little 15-foot thing¥f of Belvedere Lagoon, that was the
social thing to do — | have a Sun Boat off Belvedesigoon, they're little plywood
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things. | made 25 of those. And then | starteddmng this Dasher - little 32 foot Dashers,
a stripped planked Bill Lapworth design boat thaswa hot little number in Southern
California. A really, really good little boat. Savient down and sailed on it, and | had
talked to Bill Lapworth and said that I'd like taitd these in San Francisco. He said,
“sure,” and he sent me the drawings and | paidHferdrawings and we built four of them
— three and a half — the last one was a kit boadl they were successful little boats. |
sailed that for three years, and then | decidedrited a 40 foot boat, and | went to
Myron, and | asked Myron to design me a 40 foott blosaid, “Would you do it,

Myron?” And he said, “Yah, I'll design you a boa§b | gave him a check for $100
bucks, down payment for the design. And nothingoleaed and nothing happened and
nothing happened. “Myron,” | said, “I'd like to Hdithis thing one of these days.”

And, anyway, about that time, the Cal 40 came and, that was a Jensen design, that
was a fiberglass boat. | said, “Jeez, that's alnat we were kind of thinking of — that's
the same size and everything.” So | said | thinkdht get a hull, and I talked to Still and
Lapworth and they said, “Yah, we’ll sell you a huAnd | was going to bring it up here
and put a wooden deck and house and interiorandtfinish it myself - | just bought the
hull - a new rig and do that all myself in my yafhd we agreed that that would be a
good thing to do. Well, | went down to sail it thobught, I'm going to go down and sail
this thing before | buy one of them just becauseghwvere a couple of them sailing at
that time. | went down to L.A. and went out onntdaJesus Christ, it was like sailing a
drum. It pounded and banged and it was fast as-Hethew it was fast. And | thought, |
just had my first back operation and | said, “ hdahink | can do this, | don’t think | can
handle this thing. It's going to kill me.” So, thaight, after my wife and | thought about
it, and the next day | called Bill (Lapworth) anddid, “Bill, | can’t handle that boat.”

And my wife said, “Well, why don’t you go look farboat down there, maybe you buy
something, find something to buy. You don’t havétdd it.” So, anyway, we went
looking. We went down to Newport Beach, went inttu€k Allman’s place there,
Balboa Marina. And | walk in the door, and for soreason | just came out and said,
“Do you have an 8-meter for sale?” And he said,lfYigah. We've got an 8-meter.” So |
said, “Let’'s go look at it.” And it was théucca And so it was anchored right off
Newport Harbor Yacht Club, and it was a foggy mogiwWe’re rowing out there and
this thing looms up out of the fog, pointed on betids, perfectly nice. Anyway, | said,
“Well, maybe we ought to take it for a sail.” | ked at it, beautifully built. | mean, the
thing was just...the workmanship was in that boatyisar the best | have seen
anywhere. And no expense was spared when theyitlilcost $40,000 to build that
thing in 1937. Anyway, the long and short of itlisalled Myron and | said, “What do
you know about th&ucca Myron?” He said, “Well, I've got a drawing of tha
someplace here. | was going to make a yawl ott' iHe said that he was going to buy it
and make a yaw! out of it. Because he had sailatiwith old man Bartholomew early
on. And | said, “Well, I'm thinking about buying ¥#hat do you think?” He says, “Buy
it.” So I did, the next day. Well, | drove homesdid, “| want to sleep on it for 24 hours.”
And | couldn’t wait to get home to pick up the pledo call him to say to put the offer in.
So, anyway, | ended up buying the goddamn thingt Was 43 years ago.

Page 12 of 15



Hank Easom Interview by the Spaulding Wooden Boat Center

MW:

HE:

MW:

HE:

MW:

HE:

And a lot of victories ago.

Yah, well it's been a great boat. And | gatijit here and it didn’t sail very well. And |
kept asking Myron to help me with it, and he die $&id, “You'd better put some ballast
in it.” They had cut out 1,100 Ibs. of ballast ofithe keel when they put the engine in it,
and | said, “Myron, this thing doesn’t go.” And kaid, “Well, put some ballast in it.” |
said, “How much.” And he said, “Just keep puttihoiuntil you get it going the way

you want.” So | did. | put 800 Ibs. of ballast traind it’s still there. And the boat’s been
sailing fine every since.

Did he change the rig, or just the ballast?

Just the ballast. Well, | moved...the head s&gduto be way out on the bow. It was
originally designed where it is now. And for L.Aely moved it out to the bow to get
more sail area on it because of the light air dtiveme. So | moved it back where it was
designed when | got it up here, and that helpedh Wiron’s advice and help, | got the
boat going.

And then | blew it up. In 1964 or 65, Thanksgiviagd | was up at the fuel dock, right
here. | filled up the tank. We ran out of gas cagniip, so we sailed in. The tank was a
very poor installation — you had to take the tophaf tank off to get the fuel to go in it.
So I did all that, and all of the fumes and evangltame up and went down in the bilge.
| filled her up, turned the key on, BOOM, it wastwne big blast. I'd just given my son
the credit card - he was four years old at the timed he had gone up to give it to the
attendant and | turned the engine on, steppedofti® dock, and it blew. And it tore all
the decks down the port side, just sheared evealy bkeam right through the genoa track,
just sheared everything like a knife. Shattered\etsalkhead inside, the whole thing — it
just wrecked the boat. Right after | bought ithatn’t had the boat very long.

So, I went to Myron again. | said, “Myron, I'll ndeg/ou to design something. | want to
change the house a little bit and this and thatthedther thing.” He said, “Do it
yourself. You can do it. You have the help dowrré¢hgou know what you’re doing, you
can do it.” | got more free advice from that mamd&e never cashed the check for the
design fee. | mean, | wasted a lot more of his tinaa that. But that’s the kind of a guy
he was. And | really wish you'd talk to Bob Keetfgoat him a little, because Bob’s got
probably a different slant on it than maybe | hd¥at | just loved the guy, just thought
he was great.

So what do you think about the (Spaulding) @emow, and the future of the waterfront,
the future of the Center? What do you think thédnysis that we should be capturing and
how should we use that?

| think you’re doing it. | think the best moyeu made was get out of that IYRS deal. |
didn't like that from the get-go. They kind of wadtme to get involved. Peter English
wanted me to get involved and | didn'’t like the wihings were going. | didn'’t like the
IYRS deal because that's an east coast operatiorah, they’ve got more money back
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there than God and they're able to dig it out adgde. We don't get that kind of thing
here. That’s kind of what you're getting paid fbjust kind of thought they were kind
of...it wasn’t Sausalito, it was just not Sausalito.

That's funny, because when | talked to them mvhérst got interested in the project and
asked them what their interest was in having a $tewe, they basically said that they
wanted to raise money on the west coast and nowineere would give them money
because they didn’'t have a west coast operatiogy Wanted a foothold out here so
people would give them money.

Yah, and it's amazing, because Jeff Rutheriging to go back and rebuild that
Coronette, which they couldn’t seem to fund. AndBdcNeil bought that. Jesus, have
you seen Bob’s boat over in...? Oh, it's gorgeouseliavable what Jeff’'s doing over
there. It's worth the trip to go over there. It'egt. Take Michael with you. [Tony Ferry],
who used to work for me, is doing all of the woodkyar not all of the woodwork, but a
lot of the woodwork. He’s a crackerjack mechanic.

Do you like the deal with the Arques school?

| do. | think that makes a lot of sense. | ¢alko Bob Darr about it at a boat show a
couple of years ago. “Why don’t you and Myron gegdther?” | don’t know Bob very
well, I just know of him. And he said, “Well, if yore going to have a school, you have
to be accredited for this and that.” And he hadtaf ideas at the time of which | knew
nothing about. But | said, “It just seems like &amal.” And | think Mike has just done a
hell of a job there.

And I'm enthusiastic about what you guys are do#gd Tom (List) - and you've got
some pretty good people on that Master Mariners.sgoy can tap into, | guess. And
funding is going to be tough, there’s no doubt dlibat. There are some people here
with the dough, if we can show them what's happgnivhat really is happening.
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Myron Spaulding at the helm of the Hussy , winner of the 1946 Perpetual Cup.
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